“ENEMY OF THE
PEOPLE”

Fine Repertory
Performance

Bix vears ago the Brisbanes Reper-
tory Theptre Soclety staged Iheens
‘A Doll's House,” with very covsider-
able syceess: last night they produced
another of the Norweglan dramatists
masierpleces—"An Enemy of the
People' —with even a more gratifying
result.  In this play the author pro
claims the doctrine that the many
are wrong, and the few always right.

Toeeyr wrote Lhis comedy—for ft s
wotunlly comedy—with g pen llghter
thati sny of his pther ploys. It 4
objective and eatirical, and holds far
more of the comedy element than one
would expect frem ine eu.hor o
"Oliosts,” the wark which lmmediately
preceded It n the actual writng,
ind which also preceded 1t i Bris-
bane, in the sense that it was pre.
sented by the Bybll Thorndike com-
pany during their eeason  here in
1932,

The blg scene In “An Enemy of the
People” is 1n the lourth act, when Dir,
dlockmaenn tlings the charge of hypo-
crizy and corruptign et e officas
ind cluzens of his native town, anc
when he 18 branded by his infuria.eq
iellow-lownsmen &s an enemy of Lhe
People.  He tells them how low (s
thelr average Intelligence, gud declares
that ouly the thinking minority s fit
o guide and rule. e speaks of the
colosaal siupldity of the aithoritjes,
umongst whom his brother, the Mavor,
s an  “excellent examuple.  He
cherishes ths comforiable conviction,
however, that these relics of a deciy-
ing grder of thought are diligently cul-
ting thelr own throats, Buy |t ls not
they who are the most dangerous
enemies of truth and freedom, b (s
the compact majority, He points out
that the majority of people in any
country the worlg over e stupid, ang
Bskg If It can be right that the stopld
sitould rule over the clever, "The ma-
Jority,” he says, “never has right on
ity slde.

Mr. Jum Pendleton gave an excel-
lent performance of the role oy v
] n. He caught the spirls of
the man, his hot-headed grniality—
pethaps the mosy genia), 1f not Lthe
UNLY BENMEl character ever drawn oy
he grim Norweglan author. He also
fplendidly reallssd the eager efferves.
thee of his  sanguine, ex anaive
tiature. Mr, Tom McMinn made good
wark of the pompour and none  too
scrupulous Mavor.  Excellent charac-
ter sketches were glven Ly Mr Ralph
Taylor, as Morten Kl and Mr. Andrew
Hirst, a5 the Urtah Heenish prifiter,
Aslakter.. The remainder of 1th:
parts were adequately filled by
0. €. D, Gower, us Dr. Btockmenn's
Baneraft  this
Masters Nowell Tavlar and
Allan Carsnn (his sons), Messrs, Lido
¥lel  QGordon. Jack Reading, Ray
“'Hars, Norten Stable, Leo Chuyatt,
Tom Stephens. Jack Covar ard Do
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D'Hare, Nortan Stable, Leo Cluyait,
Tom Stsphens, Jack Cover, and Rovs.
ton Marcus, whe was alsg responsible
for the production. The soclely's ar-
chestra, under the bBaton af My Erich
John, provided o wrogramme between
the acts,

The performance
Trincess  Theatse Anteriey . Road
I0uth Brishane a l*ase of whizgh ths
soclety holds for the next four maonths,
‘An Enemy of the People’ will be
repeated to-pight,
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